
A Letter from William Molyneux Efq. Secretary of 
the Phifoibphical Society ofDublin, toa$. of 
the R. S. giving an account of the Connough- 
Worm. 

Here fend you incloled the figures of our Connough* 
worm, which is reported to be the only poyfonous 
Animal in our Kingdome; but whether it be really 
fo, or not, I cannot affert on my own experience. That 
from which the figures were taken, was fent alive to me 3 
from the Country, about 40. miles from Dublin. The 
Gentleman that fent it, had kept it above fix weeks in 
a large Box onaGraffy fod, now and then giving it a 
ffefh fod, and Ragwort to eat, befprinkling them with 
Dew. Before I could get the figures taken, the creature 
was fo unquiet, I was forced to ftifle it, _ ^s Hufwives do 
their Bees,, with the fume of fulphur. When the Gen- 
tleman ftr'ft took it, it was much f mailer then when he 
fent it to me ; And had I been at the trouble of keeping 
it, it might have been yet much larger ; fomeof them 
beingasthiekasa Mans thumb, and above three Inches 
long, and iome live fo long as to have fine hair thinly 
difperfed over their bodys. Immediately upon my receipt 
thereof, I writ to the fame Ingenious Gentleman that 
-fent it me, proposing fome Queries to him concerning 
it, the chief whereof were, whether; he had any certain 
Experiment to prove, them Venemous?What Symptomes 
attended theBeafts affe&ed by them ? And what cures 
were apply ed to them ? To the firft, his anfwer was to 
this effedife, that he had confulted the experienced Peo- 
ple of the Country, who all agree in aifcrting the Ant-- 
toaLpoyfonous, but he knew none that had made a fatif- 
fk&ory experiment thereof, noae being able to fay they 
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cverfawa beaft eat it, orftung by it. And yet for his 
own Opinion, he was apt to think, that the Animal was 
pernicious, if eaten by a beaft. For-firft, the difeafe im- 
puted to this Creature feldom or never affeds the Cattle 
but in Autumn, and then only this In fed: is to be found $. 
fecondly it feldom or never attends any Cattle but what 
feed in low Marfhy grounds, and .there only this Animal 
frequents; Thirdly Cows who are greedy feeders by great 
Morfells (by reafbn of their chewing it afterwards in 
their Cud,) but efpecially Swine that feed in low grounds, 
are the only Creatures troubled by this Worm ; Fourthly, 
the Worm is very rare and fcarce to be found in feven- 
years, and fo like wife is the diftemper that proceeds from 
it, it being rare to have a Beaft affected by it. As to the 
fymptoms that attend its Yenome, they are fwelling in 
the Head, and fas a peculiar Chara<Steriftick,- the fwel- 
ling and 'Procidentia Ani> infomuch that the T{eUiim will 
hang out above half a foot. The effectual cure applyed 
to this Malady in black Cattle, is a Drench of the Herb 
Bears-foot, Rue, Garlick, butter and beer; but for 
Swine, Raddle pounded fmall mingled with Buttermilk* 
Thefe only are uled by the Englifli Husbandmen. But the 
Irifh, as they certainly impute the Malady to this Infedr 5 
fo they draw the Remedy therefrons; for they affert* 
that if an hole be bored in a Tree, and this Creature 
ftopt up therein, foas to ftarve and dye, the leaves and 
bark of that Tree ever after infufed in water, and given 
as a Drench, cures the affe&ed Beaft; aad feverail will 
repair to fuch aTree ten miles for a cure. Another fancy 
(■& as ill grounded,) they have, that if a Man bruife this 
Worm between his hands, and let the expreffed juice 
dry thereon, ever after the water he firftwafhesin, in 
the morning, given to the Beaft to drink, curesit. And 
the Worthy Gentleman that fent me the Worm , tho D 
he be far from giving credit to the cure, yet for the fa- 
tisfa&ion of his poor Neighbours, did feverail years ago 
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bruife one of thcfe Worms in his hands, and everfince 
he has been often appiyed to from feverall parts of the 
Country for his Virtue, and the People go away well fa- 
tisficd, alluring him (when he asks them afterwards,) 
that the Remedy proved very effe&uall on their affii&ed 
Bead. 

But that I may give you my own fentiments, I am 
very apt to fufped: that this Worm is no more poyfon 
then other Catterpiliers ( for 'tis of the Catterpiller 
kind J and I believe, irxGodartius ©flnfe&s, lately en- 
glifhed by the molt learned and ingenious Dr. Lifter, you 
will find the very fame Animal as this I fpeak of* but 
at pre f en t I have not that book by me, having fent it to 
my Brother in Holland* I never had, or have feen, but 
this one, aad fo I would make no experiment therewith, 
being forced fas I told you,) to kill it. But I verily be- 
lieve that the Uglinefs of the Worm fit being of a dark 
fufcous, and as they fay, poyfonous colour,) together with 
its largenefs beyond common Catterpiliers, has wrought 
fo upon the fearfull and ignorant Vulgar, that they have 
given it the name of Venemous. As to the Gentlemans 
forementioned Reafons, they are but conjectures, and as 
inch Ifubmit them to your judgment j and my negative 
opinion has much the fame foundation, for I find the 
People of our Country much in the wrong in fome parti- 
culars relating to the Animal, which makes me fufped: 
they may be in an error relating to its poyfon. For 'firft 
t-js- commonly alTerted by them, that the two ipots 
marked ^Fig: /• are Goggle Eyes, whereas they are 
nothing more then two Variegated fpots of a colour dif- 
ferent from the reft of the Back* Secondly, they affert 
likewife^that the part marked e Fig : / . is a fting, where- 
as this Protuberance in the Tail is common with it to 
feverall other Catterpiliers, and the greater the Catter- 
piller, the larger this Horn. So that if their fear or 
abhorrence of the Worm may make them believe thofe 

parts 



parts Eys that are not, and that part a Sting, which is 
not at all like it, contrary to the plain View of the Crea- 
ture; It maylikewife make them imagin it poyfonous, 
when it is no fuch thing. But yet I will not conceal what 
I have from another Gentleman (but with fome diffi- 
dence of the Experiment J he gave the juice of one of 
thefe Worms to one Dog, which fliewed no alteration 
thereon, but another Dog, to whom he gave the skin of 
the Creature, was fouul dead three dlyes after , but 
whether his death proceeded from the poyfonous skin, 
he could not afTert; for the Dog ran at liberty, and 
might have been kild ffor ought as he knew J by fbme 
other Accident, tho' no external! fignof any Violence 
offer'd to him did appear. But leaving thefe conje&ures, 
I come to what is evident to the fenfes (and expe- 
rimental Philofophy ought to go no farther,) the expla- 
nation of the Figures. 

Fig, i. AB. the Worm lying on his Belly, long 2I In- 
ches almoft. c. his head. da. two Variegated fpots mif- 
taken for Eyes. e. a fmall Protuberance towards its 
Tail, from whence arifes a part in fhape of a horn, mis- 
taken for a Sting. 

Fig. 2. Reprelents the Worm Reclined almoft on his 
back.KHis mouth formed like that of other Catterpillars, 
as appeared in the Microfcope. gg, &c fix fmall horny 
feet or Claws, ion each fide, as in other Catterpillars. 
bh> &c. Eight Papilite, with which hefaftens hinifelf to 
what he goes or hangs on, as Childrens fuckers are fait- 
ned to wet ftones. 

zV.Two larger PapiUce y with which he does both fuck him- 
felf faft,but moft commonly therewith he graf ps the ftems 
of Grafs and Herbs, to which he clings with the other. 

P. S. Since the writing of this Letter, I have again 
feenGodartiusoflnfeds, and in him I find, (aslfurmi- 
zed Jour Connought Worm,defcribed by the Name of the 
Elephant Catterpillar,Numb. 12;. or 126 
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